only did his measures sternly and effectively repress the factions that
had hitherto divided and distracted the Republic, but under his
influence the Imperial undertaking to leave Genoa free to govern her-
self in her own fashion was meticulously fulfilled. Of the form of
government adopted, Doria was the architect. He instituted on the
Venetian model a Grand Council and a "Lesser Council, with Doge,
Senators and Procurators; but with this difference, that the Doge \vas
elected every two years, whilst the chief power in the State was vested
in the five censors, who held office for four years, guarded the con-
stitution and controlled the Doge and Senators. Andrea Dona's
refusal of the titular Lordship of Genoa having led to his being
elected censor for life and supreme Admiral, it followed that the virtual
lordship was his in a dissembled form.
Nor was this the end of the marks he received of his restoration to
popular favour from his temporary eclipse. A grateful State bestowed
upon him the ancient, princely Fassuolo Palace, on the western side
of the harbour, and this palace he was rebuilding with a magnificence
that should render it remarkable even in that city of splendid mansions*
He brought Montorsoli, that great pupil of Michelangelo's, to Genoa,
to be his architect; and in stone of Lavagna and marble of Carrara,
the princely dwelling, with its galleries and colonnades, set in the heart
of a vast garden bordering the sea, rose swiftly to bs one of the marvels
of Liguria. Montorsoli worked loo, in shaping those gardens, so as •
to render the setting worthy of the jewel. He erected terraces, laid
out avenues, planted choice shrubberies, and built fountains, over one
of which presided a Neptune in the likeness of Andrea Doria himself.
For the interior decoration the Duke of Melfi employed Raphael's
pupil Pierino della Vaga to paint him frescoes and portraits which
should lend the Palace some of the opulence which Raphael's art had
added to the Vatican. To enhance it, Doria had levied heavy toll upon
the East. Silken hangings from Ispahan, carpets from Smyrna and
Bokhara, Moorish divans, Greek vases supplied their sumptuous
backgrounds to the rich furniture, much of it brought from France
and Spain, that equipped the vast apartments.
Amid these splendours, the great Admiral received Messer
Prospero Adorno on that day of May which witnessed his landing in
Genoa, and by that reception supplied a fitting sequel to the acclama-
tions with which the city had that morning surprised the young
captain.
That the victory of Procida had placed him high in the esteem of his
fellow-countrymen he was, of course, aware. But not until he came
ashore to face the multitude, to tread the flower-strewn paths to the
Ducal Palace, whither he was bidden so that he might be welcomed
home in lyrical terms by a new Doge supported by the red-robed
senate of Doria's institution, did he realize that by his spectacular
defeat of the detested Venetians he was become a national hero.
From this triumph he had escaped at last, to go and embrace his
mother in the black and white marble palace where she kept the state
to which her son's achievements had restored her. And with his
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